EXAM REFERENCE MATERIALS

The PE and PS examinations are open-book exams; therefore, textbooks and other bound reference materials may be used if they remain bound during the entire examination. Bound refers to (1) material bound permanently, that is, stitched or glued; or (2) material fastened securely in its cover by fasteners that penetrate all papers, for example, three-ring binders, spiral binders, plastic snap binders, brads, and screw posts. Staples are generally not an acceptable fastener. However, reference materials that are professionally bound with staples along the spine are allowed. The binding on this manual is an example of an acceptable use of staples as fasteners. Writing tablets, unbound tables, or unbound notes held together by rubber bands or paper clips are not permitted in the exam room. For open-book examinations, examinees may tab reference books before the examination with Post-it type notes or flags, but pads of Post-it notes and flags are not permitted in the exam room. There is no limit to the number of books allowed in the exam room. Examinees may organize their reference materials using crates or boxes as long as they do not obstruct the proctors’ view of any examinee. 

