The Board Report

By

B. David Cox, Executive Director

Board Members
Charles C. Schimpeler, PhD, PE

We are saddened at the loss of one of our Board members, Charles C. Schimpeler, PhD, PE, who passed away July 13, 2011 at the age of 71.  Charlie’s service to our Board and the engineering and surveying professions will be missed.  The family has requested that expressions of sympathy be conveyed in the form of a contribution to the University of Kentucky College of Engineering’s Civil Engineering Enhancement Fund.
M. R. Wilhelm, PhD, PD
Dr. Wilhelm will be stepping down from the post he has held since 2004 as the Dean of the University of Louisville Speed School of Engineering effective August 31, 2011.  He will return to the industrial engineering faculty, which he joined in 1975.  His seat on the Board will be filled by the incoming Dean, Neville Pinto, PhD, when he assumes his post September 1, 2011.  Mickey has been a great Board member whose counsel will be missed.
Randall R. Russell, PE

At the 2011 NCEES Southern Zone meeting, Mr. Russell received the NCEES Southern Zone Distinguished Service Award “as an acknowledgement of loyal and valuable service to the Southern Zone, to the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying and to the engineering and surveying professions”.  Congratulations to Randall!
Engineering and Surveying Exams

The results of the April 2011 exams are below.  The second percentage shown in each line below is the national average.




Fundamentals of Engineering




First Time Takers 203/289 = 70%; 76%




Repeaters 19/49 = 39%; 34%




Total 222/338 = 66%; 68%




Principles & Practice of Engineering




First Time Takers 54/76= 71%; 69%




Repeaters 30/60 = 50%; 38%




Total 84/136 = 62%; 55%




Fundamentals of Surveying




First Time Takers 17/36 = 47%; 67%




Repeaters 3/9 = 33%; 25%




Total 20/45 = 44%; 54%




Principles & Practice of Surveying




First Time Takers 6/7= 86%; 71%




Repeaters 3/7 = 43%; 41%




Total 9/14 = 64%; 58%

Continuing Education for Surveyors
Our January 2011 report discussed the Board’s consideration of removing the optional preapproval of courses language from the continuing education regulation, 201 KAR 18:192.  Currently, providers have the option of submitting courses to the Continuing Professional Development Committee (CPDC) for preapproval.  The Board decided not to remove this option.
The Board will propose a change to the composition of the CPDC.  The change would be to remove the KAPS and KSPE representatives due to the perceived conflict of interest.
Unlicensed Practice

We are experiencing increased incidents of licensees practicing on a suspended license, and revoked licensees continuing to practice.  If you become aware of such a situation, please inform the Board immediately. 

NCEES Service

Kentucky is once again well represented on NCEES national committees.  Those chosen to serve in the upcoming year are:

Randall Russell, PE – Committee on Examination Policy and Procedures 

Dennis Smith, PE, PLS – Committee on Examinations for Professional Surveyors 
Jim Riney, PE, PLS (emeritus Board member) - Committee on Examinations for Professional Surveyors 
David Cox (Executive Director of Board) – Committee on Finances
Calendar of Events 

October 7

Board Meeting


Frankfort KY

October 28

PE, PS Exams


Louisville KY

October 29

FE, FS Exams


Louisville KY

Enforcement Actions Summary

April 16 – July 8, 2011
DONALD R. ROBERTS, PLS

In September 2009, in response to multiple complaints, Donald R. Roberts, formerly of Owingsville, KY, voluntarily surrendered his Kentucky professional land surveyor’s license.  In September 2010, the Board received information that Roberts had continued to practice after his license was surrendered.  An investigation confirmed the allegations.  When confronted with the evidence compiled by the Board, Mr. Roberts, who now resides Florida, agreed to cease the unlicensed practice of land surveying.  The matter was settled with an Agreed Injunction enjoining Mr. Roberts from further unlicensed practice.  No penalties were assessed for the current violation. However the Injunction calls for a fine of $1000 and seven (7) days in jail for any future violation.  The Injunction was entered in the Franklin Circuit Court on June 9, 2011.

PETER WALKER GRIMES

In November 2009 the Board of Licensure learned that Peter Walker Grimes, an unlicensed person affiliated with an Oil and Gas consulting firm, had pleaded guilty to a felony involving a fraudulent air quality permit.  On January 14, 2010 Mr. Grimes was granted pre-trial diversion for five years.  The diversion agreement included a requirement that Grimes not hold himself out as a professional engineer in the Commonwealth of Kentucky until such time as he is so licensed.  In May 2011 the Board contacted Mr. Grimes and requested that he enter a permanent agreement not to engage in the unlicensed practice of engineering in Kentucky.  Mr. Grimes agreed and entered into an Agreed Injunction enjoining him from unlicensed practice of engineering. The Injunction calls for a fine of $1000 and seven (7) days in jail for any future violation.  The Injunction was entered in the Franklin Circuit Court on June 15, 2011.

JERRY LEE CANNON, PLS

On April 15, 2011 the Board of Licensure entered into a Consent Decree with Jerry Lee Cannon, PLS of Crittenden, Kentucky.  Mr. Cannon had been arrested two months earlier by Federal authorities on charges relating to the alleged distribution of child pornography.  In the Consent Decree, Mr. Cannon agreed to the immediate suspension of his land surveying license pending the outcome of his criminal case.  Mr. Cannon agreed in advance that if entered a plea of guilty or if he were convicted, the suspension would automatically convert to a revocation.  On April 19, 2011 Mr. Cannon entered a plea of guilty in the criminal case.  In accordance with the terms of the Consent Decree, Mr. Cannon’s professional surveying license was revoked effective April 20, 2011.

MANSEL SHANE KRIMM, PLS

On April 15, 2011 Mr. Mansel Shane Krimm, PLS of Bardstown, KY entered into a Consent Decree with the Board of Licensure in settlement of a disciplinary action.  Among other things, the Consent Decree required that Mr. Krimm pay a fine of $2000.  Mr. Krimm failed to pay the fine within the time specified in the Consent Decree.  On June 1, 2011, in accordance with the terms of the Consent Decree, Mr. Krimm was notified of the default.  Mr. Krimm, who was already serving a 90 day period of suspension of his land surveying license, was advised that his suspension will continue beyond the 90 days if he fails to pay the fine.

JOHN P. SLONE, PE

On October 8, 2010 Mr. John P. Slone, PE of Versailles entered into a Consent Decree with the Board of Licensure in settlement of a disciplinary action.  Among other things, the Consent Decree placed Mr. Slone’s professional engineering license on probation for a period of time concurrent with the period of conditional release of his sentence in a criminal case.  The agreement called for the automatic suspension of Mr. Slone’s license if he violated any term of the conditional release.  The Board learned that on June 24, 2011 Mr. Slone was convicted in Fayette Circuit Court of violating the terms of his conditional release, having been arrested for and subsequently convicted of DUI in Indiana in November 2010.  On June 27, 2011, pursuant to the terms of the Consent Decree, the Board suspended Mr. Slone’s professional engineering license for a period of one year.

STEPHEN P. MASLAN, PE

In 2009, the Missouri Board for Architects, Professional Engineers, Professional Land Surveyors, and Landscape Architects disciplined the professional engineering license of Stephen P. Maslan, PE of Kansas City, Missouri. After reviewing the Missouri action, the Kentucky Board of Licensure determined that a reciprocal disciplinary action would be warranted pursuant to KRS 322.180 Section 11.  It was also determined that Mr. Maslan’s firm Stephen P. Maslan & Company had provided engineering services in Kentucky without the required Business Entity Permit, in violation of KRS 322.060. The matter was resolved through a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Maslan agreed to the following sanctions: (1) Probation of his Kentucky professional engineering license until such time as he satisfies the terms of probation of his license in Missouri, (2) A $1000 fine, (3) Mr. Maslan shall obtain a Business Entity Permit for his firm from the Board of Licensure, (4) Mr. Maslan agreed not to conduct business in Kentucky in the name of  Stephen P. Maslan & Company unless and until he receives the business entity permit and the legal right to conduct business in this state in that name from the office of the Kentucky Secretary of State.  The Board of Licensure approved the Consent Decree on July 8, 2011.

LAWRENCE FISCHER, PE

In 2009, the Arkansas State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Professional Surveyors charged Lawrence Fischer, PE of Orlando, Florida with sealing plans not prepared under his responsible charge.  In settlement of that action the Arkansas Board accepted the voluntary surrender of Mr. Fischer’s professional engineering license. After reviewing the Arkansas action, the Kentucky Board of Licensure determined that a reciprocal disciplinary action would be warranted pursuant to KRS 322.180 Section 11.  The matter was resolved through a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Fischer agreed to voluntarily surrender his Kentucky professional engineering license. The Board of Licensure approved the Consent Decree on July 8, 2011.

RONALD C. SHEPHERD, PE

Mr. Ronald C. Shepherd, PE of Lexington was disciplined for his failure to make up a deficiency in his Continuing Professional Development (CPD) hours within 180 days after he was notified by the Board, as required by 201 KAR 18:196. The matter was settled by a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Shepherd acknowledged the violation and agreed to the following: (1) a $1000 fine, (2) within 60 days, Mr. Shepherd shall provide to the Board proof of his participation in forty-five professional development hours (45pdh) of qualifying CPD activities to satisfy his obligation for calendar years 2008 thru 2010, and (3) Not later than January 10, 2012, Mr. Shepherd shall provide to the Board proof of an additional 15pdh to satisfy his obligation for calendar year 2011.  The agreement provides for the automatic suspension of Mr. Shepherd’s license if he fails to abide by the terms of the agreement.  The Board accepted the Consent Decree on July 8, 2011.

DOYLE HARDIN, PLS

Mr. Doyle Hardin, PLS of Clarkson, Kentucky was disciplined for his failure to comply with the requirements of the surveying Standards of Practice, 201 KAR 18:150, including inadequate deed research and analysis, and for his failure to conduct his practice in order to protect the public health safety and welfare in violation of the Code of Professional Practice and Conduct, 201 KAR 18:142 Section 2. The matter was settled by a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Hardin acknowledged the violations and agreed to the following sanctions: (1) a Letter of Reprimand, (2) additional training in the Surveying Standards of Practice, and (3) a two-year probation of his professional surveying license with quarterly review of his surveying work product.   The Board accepted the Consent Decree on July 8, 2011.

SANJAY PATEL, PE

Mr. Sanjay Patel, PE of Indianapolis, IN was disciplined for his failure to make up a deficiency in his Continuing Professional Development (CPD) hours within 180 days after he was notified by the Board as required by 201 KAR 18:196. The matter was settled by a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Patel acknowledged the violation and agreed to the following: (1) a $1000 fine, (2) within 60 days, Mr. Patel shall provide to the Board proof of his participation in thirty professional development hours (30pdh) of qualifying CPD activities to satisfy his obligation for calendar years 2008 and 2009, and (3) Not later than January 10, 2012, Mr. Patel shall provide to the Board proof of an additional 30pdh to satisfy his obligation for calendar years 2010 and 2011.  The agreement provides for the automatic suspension of Mr. Patel’s license if he fails to abide by the terms of the agreement.  The Board accepted the Consent Decree on July 8, 2011.

MARK COMPARONI, PLS

Mr. Mark Comparoni, PLS of Williamsburg, was disciplined for stamping a subdivision plat as a “final plat” even though the plat was not final and did not comply with the surveying Standards of Practice. The matter was settled by a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Comparoni acknowledged that his conduct constitutes a violation of the Standards of Practice 201 KAR 18:150 and the Code of Professional Practice and Conduct 201 KAR 18:142, and agreed to the following sanctions: (1) a Letter of Reprimand, (2) additional training in the Surveying Standards of Practice, and (3) additional training in Surveying Ethics, (4) two-year probation of his professional surveying license with quarterly review of his surveying work product.   The Board accepted the Consent Decree on July 8, 2011.

STEVEN GILLESPIE, PLS

In 2010, Mr. Steven Gillespie, PLS formerly of Morgantown was subjected to an audit of his Continuing Professional Development (CPD) hours.   As a result of that audit and a subsequent investigation, the Board learned that Mr. Gillespie had not participated in any CPD activities since 2006.  During settlement negotiations, Mr. Gillespie was presented with a proposed settlement which laid out a timetable during which he would make up the past-due CPD hours and would be subjected to certain penalties.  After considering the proposal, Mr. Gillespie elected to voluntarily surrender his Kentucky professional land surveying license. The surrender of license was presented to the Board of Licensure in the form of a Consent Decree, which it accepted on July 8, 2011.

MICHAEL A. ROBINSON, PLS

In 2011, the Florida Board of Professional Engineers disciplined the professional engineering license of Michael A. Robinson of Lakeland, Florida. After reviewing the Florida action, the Kentucky Board of Licensure determined that a reciprocal disciplinary action would be warranted pursuant to KRS 322.180 Section 11.  It was also determined that Mr. Robinson’s firm Structural Engineering, Inc. had provided engineering services in Kentucky without the required Business Entity Permit, in violation of KRS 322.060. The matter was resolved through a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Robinson acknowledged the violations and agreed to the following sanctions: (1) Probation of his Kentucky professional engineering license until such time as he satisfies the terms of probation of his license in Florida, (2) A $1000 fine, (3) Mr. Robinson shall obtain a Business Entity Permit for his firm from the Board of Licensure, (4) Mr. Robinson agreed not to conduct business in Kentucky in the name of  Structural Engineering, Inc. unless and until he receives the business entity permit and the legal right to conduct business in this state in that name from the office of the Kentucky Secretary of State.  The Board of Licensure approved the Consent Decree on July 8, 2011.

BARRY C. WESTBROOK, PE

In 2010, Mr. Barry C. Westbrook of Franklin, Tennessee applied for reinstatement of his Kentucky professional engineer’s license.  A Board investigation revealed that Mr. Westbrook’s license had expired in 2004 and that Mr. Westbrook had continued after that date to hold himself out to the public as a professional engineer licensed in Kentucky.  It was also determined that Mr. Westbrook’s firm DocAir, LLC had claimed to employ professional engineers and offered engineering services without the Business Entity Permit required by KRS 322.060.   The matter was resolved through a Consent Decree wherein Mr. Westbrook acknowledged the violations and the Board agreed to reinstate Mr. Westbrook’s license, subject to the following sanctions: (1) a Letter of Reprimand, (2) A $5000 fine, (3) Mr. Westbrook shall obtain a Business Entity Permit from the Board for DocAir, LLC, (4) DocAir, LLC shall obtain the legal authorization from the Kentucky Secretary of State to transact business in Kentucky, (5) an Engineering Ethics course through Texas Tech University.  The agreement also requires that Mr. Westbrook’s license be reinstated to “suspended” status and that his license remain suspended until such time as he completes the ethics course.  The Board of Licensure approved the Consent Decree on July 8, 2011.
